
This course aims at focusing on the role of the media in reproducing and spreading 
discourses of discrimination in the public sphere against refugees, ethnic and religious 
minorities, women and LGBTIs etc. For this purpose, the course will focus on the analysis 
of the media discourses, including news, ads., comics, serials, films and social media. The 
course includes exercises that will develop students' ability to identify and analyse 
discriminatory discourse of the media. 

Learning aims: 
- An understanding of the role of the media in dissemination of discriminatory discourses.  
- An understanding of the discursive strategies of discrimation applied by different media 
types and contents. 
- An understanding of diverse methodological perspectives for analysing media discourses 
of discrimination.  

Upon the successful completion of the course students will be able to: 
1. Grasp the key and related concepts of discrimination including stereotypes, prejudices, 

stigmatization, hate speech, new racism etc. 
2.  Critically evaluate the role of the media in disseminating discrimination.  
3.  Develop a grounded understanding of discursive strategies of discrimination in 

different media genres. 
4.  Determine a research question about discrimination in the media and develop a 

research outline (including the subject, the objective, the sample and method to be 
used).   
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Course requirements  
Watching weekly video-lectures, reading articles and other materials weekly and participating 
to discussions in the online classrooms. 

Assignment 1. Making an entry into the “media and discrimination” dictionary (wikis) 
and editing an entry (Starting from week 2 to week 4).  

Assignment 2. Bringing examples from media discourses to the online classroom and 
discussing it during the course (Starting from week 4 to week 11). Every student is expected 
to select at least 2 topics from the course schedule and submit online at least one example 
for each 2 days before the course and discuss the example during the online classroom. 

Assignment. Developing a research design on discriminative media discourses and 
presenting it in the classroom. Students are asked to bring a research question based on a 
problem to the classroom starting from 5th week, develop a research design (with topic, 
aims, problem, sample, research techniques and sources to be used), and discuss it weekly 
during the online courses and finally present their research design from week 12 to week 
14. Presentations are required to be sent via e-mail as a PDF document at least 2 days 
before the course. Presentations will be approximately 10 minutes long and will be 
followed by class discussions. 

Course evaluation:  Pass/not pass 

Students are required to fulfil all the assignments successfully.  

Organization of the course and course schedule 

The course is divided into thematic weekly sessions over a period of 14 weeks. Each session 
will include a mixture of different tools (short video lectures, readings, case analysis, 
question & answer sections etc.) The video lectures will be uploaded to the platform one 
week before the online course. 

Weekly schedule: 

Week 1  
16 October

Introduction: Description of the course 
schedule, methodology and the learning 
objectives

Week 2 
23 October Should 

start 
making 
and 
editing an 
entry to 
the online 
dictionary 

Discrimination: Key concepts and related 
issues.

Week 3 
30 October 

How to analyze media texts. 
Methodological perspectives.

Week 4 
6 November

Analyzing discrimination in news 
discourses.



Reading List  (All reading materials will be uploaded to coworkingspquare) 

Week 2: Discrimination: Key concepts and related issues. 

Davidio J. F., M. Hewstone, P. Glick & V. M. Esses, (2013) “Prejudice, Stereotyping and 
Discrimination: Theoretical and Empirical Overview” in The Sage Handbook of Prejudice, 
Stereotyping and Dicsrimination, pp. 3-28 

Extra readings 

Wodak R., M. Reisigl, (1999) “Discourse and Racism: European Perspectives” Annual Review 
of Anthropology, 1999:28, pp. 175-99 

Etienne Balibar and Immanuel Wallerstein, Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities, Verso,  
London, 1991.  http://rebels-library.org/files/ambig_ident.pdf 

Week 3:  How to analyze media texts. Methodological perspectives.  

Brennen, B. S. (2013), Qualitative Research Methods for Media Studies. New York: 
Routledge. pp. 1-13 & 192-231 

Extra readings  

Week 5 
13 November

Should bring 
a research 
question to 
the 
classroom 
and start 
developing a 
research 
design 

Should start 
bringing 
examples 
from media 
discourses 
to the 
classroom

 Discrimination and advertising.

Week 6 
20 November

Popular culture and discourse of 
discrimination: Comics and 
entertainment.

Week 7 
27 November

Discrimination in television serials and 
cinema.

Week 8 
4 December

Hate speech in social media.

Week 9 
11 December

Should 
present her/
his research 
design

An overview of the media coverage of 
refugees.

Week 10 
18 December

An overview of the media coverage of 
gender.

Week 11 
8 January

An overview of the media coverage of 
ethnic and religious minorities

Week 12 
15 JANUARY

Student presentations

Week 13 
22 January

Student presentations

Week 14 
29 January

Student presentations

http://rebels-library.org/files/ambig_ident.pdf


Fairclough, N. (2001), “The Discourse of New Labour, Critical Discourse Analysis”, in M. 
Wetherell, S. Taylor & S. J. Yates (eds.) Discourse as Data A Guide for Analysis, The Open 
University, pp. 229-266. 

Meyer M., (2009) “Between theory, method and politics: positioning of the approaches to 
CDA.” in Wodak, R., and M. Meyer, Methods of Critical Discourse Analysis, Sage. 

Jager, S. (2009) “Discourse and knowledge: Theoretical and methodological aspects of a 
critical discourse and dispositive analysis” in Wodak, R., and M. Meyer, Methods of Critical 
Discourse Analysis, Sage. 

Watch the video:”Representation and the Media” (2002) by Stuart Hall 1932-2014.; Sut 
Jhally; Media Education Foundation. 

Week 4: Analyzing discrimination in news discourses. 

Van Dijk, T. A. New(s) Racism: A Discourse Analytical Approach, https://
pdfs.semanticscholar.org/dc0e/d424307e8c84360bac6d031d6bc299d92c19.pdf 

Extra reading 

Van Dijk, T. A. (1991) Racism and the Press, Routledge. 

Van Dijk, T. A., (1988) News as Discourse, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publisher, pp. 1-94 

Week 5: Discrimination and advertising. 

Cortese, A. J. (2008), Provocateur: Images of Women and Minorities in Advertising, Rowman 
and Littlefield Pub.  pp. 1-28 

Extra readings 

Huber H. P & D. G. Holorzano (2015),  “Visualizing Everyday Racism: Critical Race Theory, 
Visual Microaggressions, and the Historical Image of Mexican Banditry”, Qualitative Inquiry, 
vol. 21(3), pp. 223-238 

Gill, R., (2007) “Advertising and Postfeminism”, in Gender and the Media, Cambridge: Polity 
Press, pp. 73-112 

Week 6: Popular culture and discourse of discrimination: Comics and 
entertainment. 

Weaver, S. (2011), Jokes, rhetoric and embodied racism: a rhetorical discourse analysis of the 
logics of racist jokes on the internet, Ethnicities vol. 11(4), pp. 413-435 

Extra reading 

Billig, M., (2005) “Comic Racism and Violence”, in S. Lockyer and M. Pickering, Beyond a 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/dc0e/d424307e8c84360bac6d031d6bc299d92c19.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/dc0e/d424307e8c84360bac6d031d6bc299d92c19.pdf


Joke the Limits of Humour, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 25-44 

Dittmer, J. (2005) „Captain America’s Empire: Reflections on Identity, Popular Culture, and 
Post-9/11 Geopolitics“, Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 95(29 ppl. 
626-643 

Weaver, S. (2011), „Liquid racism and the ambiguity of Ali G“, European Journal of Cultural 
Studies, 14. 249 

Week 7: Discrimination in television serials and cinema 

Patton, T. O (2001) “Ally Macbeal and Her Homies: the Reification of White Stereotypes of 
the Other” Journal of Black Studies, vol. 32, no. 2, pp. 229-260 

Nickel, J. (2004) “Disabling African American Men: Liberalism and Race Message Films”, 
Cinema Journal, vol. 44, i. 1, pp. 25-48 

Extra readings 

Berghahn R,  Daniela (2009)  From Turkish greengrocer to drag queen: reassessing 
patriarchy in recent Turkish–German coming-of-age films , New Cinemas: Journal of 
Contemporary Film Volume 7 Number 1, pp. 55-69 

Griffin Rachel Alicia, (2014) “Pushing into Precious: Black Women Media Representation, 
and the Glare of the White Supremacist Capitalist Patriarchal Gaze”, Critical Studies in Media 
communication, 31:3, pp. 182-197 

Moore Ellen E., and C. Coleman, (2015)„Starving for Diversity: Ideological Implications of 
Race Representations in the Hunger Games“, The Journal of Popular Culture, vol. 48, no. 5 

Week 8: Hate speech in social media. 

Assimakopoulos S., F. H. Baider, S. Millar, (2017), Online Hate Speech in the European Union 
A Discourse Analytic Perspective, Springer Open, pp. 1-52 

Extra reading 

Onbaşı, F. G., (2015) Social Media and the Kurdish Issue in Turkey. Hate Speech, Free Speech 
and Human Security, Turkish Studies, 16: 1, 115-130 

Week 9: An overview of the media coverage of refugees. 

Holmes S. M., H. Casteneda (2016), “Representing the “European refugee crisis” in Germany 
and beyond: Deservingness and difference, life and death” American Ethnologist, vol. 43 (1), 
pp. 12-24 

Extra readings 

Krzyżanowski,M.,  A. Triandafyllidou & R. Wodak (2018) The 
Mediatization and the Politicization of the “Refugee Crisis” in Europe, Journal of Immigrant 
& Refugee Studies, 16:1-2, 1-14, 



Doğanay, Ü., (2018) News Coverage on Refugees and Migration in the National and Local 
Media, Media 18 Month moritoring report of the Media and Civil Society Cooperation for 
Refugee Rights Project, Ankara: IGAMDER. https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1TSlUMLpTm26tsGzxmnGMQFzvk4Sz4QgJ/view 

Bastian Vollmer & Serhat Karakayali (2018) The Volatility of the Discourse on Refugees in 
Germany, Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 16:1-2, 118-139, 

Week 10: An overview of the media coverage of gender.  

Gill, R., (2007) Gender and the Media, Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 7-41 

Extra readings 

Rathzel Nora, (1997), “Gender And Racism in Discourse” in Ruth Wodak  (Ed.) Gender And 
Discourse, Sage. 

Suzanne Eggins and Rick Ledema (1997) Difference Without Diversity: Semantic Orientation 
And Ideology 
in Competing Women's Magazines in Ruth Wodak  (Ed.) Gender And Discourse, Sage.  

Bethan Benwell (2002) “Is there anything “new” about these lads? The textual and visual 
construction of masculinity in men’s magazines” in Lia Litosseliti and Royal Holloway (eds), 
Gender Identity and Discourse Analysis 2, University of London 

Week 11: An overview of the media coverage of ethnic and religious minorities 
Cottle Simon, (2000) Ethnic Minorities and the Media,  Open University Press, pp. 1-31 

Extra reading 

Sutton M., B. Perry, J. Parke and C. John-Baptiste, (2007) „Getting the message across: using 
media to reduce racial prejudice and discrimination“, Department for Communities and Local 
Government, London. 

Alsultany, E. (2013) “Arabs and muslims in the Media after 9/11: Representational Strategies 
for a ‘Postrace’ Era”, Ameican Quarterly, vol. 65. No. 1, 161-169

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TSlUMLpTm26tsGzxmnGMQFzvk4Sz4QgJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TSlUMLpTm26tsGzxmnGMQFzvk4Sz4QgJ/view
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